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It’s time to bring back Steve Baird’s 
annual trademark law seminar. 
Back by popular demand, the focus of this year’s 
seminar is on mastering the federal trademark 
registration process. Learn the benefits of federal 
registration, discover how to overcome a wide variety 
of grounds for refusal, learn strategies and valuable 
tips for handling ex parte appeals and requests for 
reconsideration, understand how TTAB proceedings can 
help your registration efforts, especially in light of the 
Supreme Court’s recent B&B Hardware decision, and 
receive valuable insights from former Trademark Office 
Examining Attorneys. Plus, as an added bonus, learn  
how to develop a reputation for thought leadership 
using various social media tools from Aaron Keller,  
Shayla Stern, Seth Leventhal, Ronald D. Coleman and 
Stephen R. Baird.

You don’t have to travel for quality trademark 
law education, we bring the experts to you!

FACULTY

Minnesota Continuing Legal Education

U.S.  
Trademark 

Registration 
Practice

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center  •  600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370  •  Minneapolis

Video replay details inside.

•	 Practical tips and sample forms to 
incorporate directly into your practice

•	 Interactive panel on taking a 
strategic approach to requests for 
reconsideration and ex parte appeals

•	 A nationally-recognized faculty of 
talented and experienced trademark 
lawyers

•	 Special Luncheon Presentation on 
How to Develop a Reputation for 
Thought Leadership Using Social 
Media with Aaron Keller – Capsule, 
Shayla Stern – Fast Horse, Seth 
Leventhal – Minnesota Litigator Blog, 
and Ronald D. Coleman – Likelihood of 
Confusion Blog

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTSBONUS 
MATERIALS!

A comprehensive and insightful review of the 
federal trademark registration process

MASTERING

Free to all attendees!
The Summary GuideTM 
to Trademark Law
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To pay by credit card, please register online or by phone.

Register today at www.minncle.org  
or call 651-227-8266 or 800-759-8840.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!
	 I was first admitted to the bar after February 16, 2013, and have  

	 deducted $60 from the registration fee marked above.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals 
with a financial need. Most scholarships awarded are 50% off the 
seminar price. To obtain a scholarship application, contact Grant at 
gdavies@minncle.org or 651-254-2111.

1063-16 | tmm

	 Check here if address below is new.

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center

PLEASE “” APPROPRIATE BOX:

LIVE: 2/16/16

	 $245 MSBA member	 	 $245 paralegal	 	$295 standard rate

VIDEO: 3/7/16  (lunch not included)

	 $245 MSBA member	 	 $245 paralegal	 	$295 standard rate

LIVE PRESENTATION
Tuesday, February 16, 2016
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

VIDEO REPLAY
Schedule times for the replay may 
differ from the live program due to 
abbreviated break and lunch periods. 
Start time is as indicated below. 
Please register at least one week in 
advance to secure your copy of the 
course materials on the day of the 
seminar. Lunch will not be provided 
at the video replay.

Minneapolis – 3/7/16 
(Registration 8:30; Replay 9:00) 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the 
Minnesota State Board of CLE 
for 5.75 standard CLE credits. 
The maximum number of credits 
attendees may claim for this course 
is 5.75 credits. 

CANCELLATION /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel their 
registration at least 3 business days 
before the program will receive 
a full credit on their account; if 
fewer than 3 business days, a $25 
administrative fee will be deducted. 
Paid registrants who do not cancel, 
yet fail to attend, will receive the 
written materials. Passholders may 
purchase the materials at 50% of 
the full retail price.

Name 

Firm 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone 

Email 

Attorney License No. (if applicable) 

Profession, if non-attorney 

(first)	 (mi)

(last)

@MinnesotaCLE

www.facebook.com/
MinnesotaCLE

http://www.linkedin.com/
company/266673

Purchase the materials for $85 (plus tax and handling) by calling 
Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or 651-227-8266. Available in 
hardcopy. Orders will be filled after the live seminar. Summary 
Guide sold separately for $20 (plus tax and handling).

Join the MSBA and pay less for Minnesota CLE seminars!
To join the MSBA go to http://msba.mnbar.org/
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722

SCHEDULE COURSE INFORMATION

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Making the Case for Federal 
Trademark Registration 
Trademarks are often the most significant and 
valuable assets held by a business and every 
business has at least one. Learn the importance 
of pursuing federal trademark registration and 
understand the many statutory benefits afforded 
federal trademark registrants. Understand when it 
makes sense to seek federal registration and when 
it doesn’t. 

–	 Stephen R. Baird

9:30 – 10:10 a.m.

Mastering Section 2(d) of the 
Lanham Act: Strategies for 
Overcoming Likelihood of 
Confusion Refusals in the USPTO
Section 2(d) of the Lanham Act can form a powerful 
bar to registration of your client’s trademark. A 
trademark practitioner who has handled thousands 
of applications and registrations will explain 
successful strategies for overcoming likelihood 
of confusion refusals. Learn which duPont factors 
to highlight in your response, how and when to 
use consent agreements, and other alternatives 
for overcoming the rejection. Sample responses, 
consents and other useful documents will be 
provided.

–	 Felicia J. Boyd

10:10 – 10:25 a.m.

BREAK

10:25 – 11:05 a.m.

Mastering Section 2(e) of 
the Lanham Act: Strategies 
for Overcoming Descriptive, 
Geographic, Laudatory, and 
Surname Refusals
Section 2(e) of the Lanham Act provides a number 
of possible roadblocks to registration of your 
client’s trademark. Learn from an up and coming 
trademark practitioner what the Examining 
Attorney’s burden is for maintaining these types 
of refusals under Section 2(e) and gain valuable 
strategies for overcoming them. Sample office 
action responses will be provided.

–	 Draeke Weseman

1:40 – 2:20 p.m.

Mastering Section 2(f) of the Lanham 
Act: Strategies for Proving Acquired 
Distinctiveness
The Trademark Office isn’t persuaded that your client’s 
mark is inherently distinctive…now what do you do? An 
experienced trademark practitioner will walk you through the 
steps of putting together a compelling 2(f) showing to prove 
acquired distinctiveness. Sample forms will be provided.

–	 Jennifer C. Debrow

2:20 – 2:35 p.m.

BREAK

2:35 – 3:15 p.m.

Strategic Use of Trademark Trial and 
Appeal Board Proceedings to Advance 
Trademark Registration Goals
What does Section 18 of the Lanham Act have to do with 
helping you achieve your client’s trademark registration 
goals? Learn valuable tips and practical TTAB strategies for 
advancing your clients’ marks to registration and avoiding 
undue narrowing of their rights when possible. Yes, forms 
here too.

–	 Stephen R. Baird

3:15 – 4:00 p.m.

Mastering Requests for Reconsideration 
and Ex Parte Appeals: Seasoned 
Practitioners and Former Trademark 
Office Examining Attorneys Discuss 
Strategies
These are not three blind mice to trademark prosecution 
practice. Some have experienced life inside the Trademark 
Office and now enjoy representing their diverse clients in the 
registration process from the outside looking in. Others have 
enjoyed successful outside counsel roles and then joined in-
house corporate legal teams. What each brings to this panel 
is a diverse wealth of experience, allowing attendees to gain 
valuable tips and practical strategies from these seasoned 
professionals to refine your trademark prosecution practice.  
An interactive format will provide you the opportunity to have 
all your requests for reconsideration and appeal questions 
answered.

–	 Barbara J. Grahn
–	 Danielle I. Mattessich
–	 James F. Voegeli 
–	 Bradley J. Walz (moderator)

4:00 – 4:30 p.m.

RECEPTION

Enjoy complimentary hor d’oeuvres and beverages while you 
relax with your colleagues.

MAIL TO:	 Minnesota CLE 
		  2550 University Ave. West, Suite 160-S 
		  St. Paul, MN 55114

Mastering  
U.S. Trademark  
Registration Practice

Can’t Attend?  
You Can Still Get the Materials!

PAYMENT:

	 I have a MN CLE Season PassSM. Pass #

	 Enclosed is a check for $ 

	 To pay by credit card, please register online or by phone.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need 
an accommodation in order to 
attend, contact Minnesota CLE 
as soon as possible at 2550 
University Avenue West, Suite 
160-S, Saint Paul, MN 55114 or 
call us at 651-227-8266 or  
800-759-8840.

NEW LAWYER  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
In recognition of the challenges 
facing lawyers entering the 
profession, Minnesota CLE 
has established a scholarship 
program for unemployed and 
underemployed lawyers admitted 
fewer than three years. Those 
wishing to apply for such 
assistance should contact  
Grant at gdavies@minncle.org  
or 651-254-2111 for details.

QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions or need 
further information, please call 
Minnesota CLE at 651-227-8266 
or 800-759-8840 or visit us online 
at www.minncle.org.

CONNECT WITH US!

11:05 – 11:45 a.m.

Is It a Mark or Not? Strategies for 
Overcoming Refusals Based on 
Genericness, Ornamentation, and 
Functionality
Has the Trademark Office taken the position that 
what your client is attempting to register isn’t a mark 
at all? Learn how these kinds of substantive refusal 
manifest themselves and gain valuable and practical 
tips for overcoming them. Sample office action 
responses will be provided.

–	 Michael T. Olsen

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
LUNCH 

Boxed lunches  
provided by  
Winthrop &  
Weinstine, P.A.

Lunch provided at the live seminar only.

12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
SPECIAL LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

How to Develop a Reputation  
for Thought Leadership Using 
Social Media
–	 Ronald D. Coleman, Likelihood of Confusion Blog
–	 Aaron Keller, Capsule
–	 Seth Leventhal, Minnesota Litigator Blog
–	 Shayla Stern, Fast Horse 
–	 Stephen R. Baird (moderator) 
	 DuetsBlog and Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.

1:00 – 1:40 p.m.

Mastering Section 2(a) of the 
Lanham Act: Strategies for 
Overcoming Deceptiveness, False 
Suggestion, Scandalous, and 
Disparaging Refusals 
Section 2(a) provides an eclectic group of statutory 
bars to registration that cannot be overlooked by the 
trademark practitioner. Learn valuable and practical 
tips from experienced trademark counsel who has 
argued 2(a) refusals at the TTAB and the CAFC. 
Sample office action responses will be provided.

–	 Ronald D. Coleman


